[image: image1.wmf]Lubbock District News
Our mission is to provide service and leadership to enable the United Methodist Church in the Lubbock District to be in Ministry to the Church and to the World
November 2011
                                                                Volume 11 Number 13
[image: image2.png]



Cali
General Conference 

Maybe it’s a Time to be “Dropping the Stones”

It’s again getting close to that “once every four years” time that United Methodists gather for General Conference.  I recently heard that the membership and average worship attendance in United Methodist Churches takes an unusually large nosedive every time we have General Conference.  I’ve tried to make sense of why that happens.  Maybe it’s that we spend so much time on “that business of the church” forgetting the “real business of the church.”  I’m sure there is no one reason, but after reading a story in an Alive Now publication by Julie Hilton Steele, a United Methodist pastor in North Carolina, I wonder if it’s that we need to remember that General Conference needs to be a place where we encourage “dropping the stones” rather than the “casting of stones.”

During the next six months leading up to General Conference, we’re going to hear a lot of “stone casting.”  Things like blaming other for the “sins” of the church, telling others what they need to be doing or not to be doing to be true Christians, and on and on and on.  Listen to the words of Rev. Steele and see if things might be better if we did more “dropping the stone” than “throwing the stone” as we approach General Conference and meet together in this “once every four year” ritual.

How often do we throw stones at those around us when our own hearts are hardened by sin or guilt or anger or pain?  How often do we witness the pelting of others or arrive at the scene unwilling to do anything?  When we throw our stones or allow others to do so, do we realize we throw a piece of ourselves away in the bargain?

By examining the stones we want to throw and at whom, we have an opportunity to look at our sins in the daylight and then drop them at the feet of Jesus.  By stopping the stoning of others by our own confession, compassion, or cries for justice, we allow those who would be victims to hear the sound of the stones as they thud to the ground and are washed by tears of repentance and forgiveness.  And we too can be fee to “go on our way and sin no more” (John 8:11)
I don’t know what will help the United Methodist not lose members and average worship attendance.  I’m sure there is no “one single thing.”  But, I can’t help but think, if we would quit “throwing stones” at General Conference and begin “dropping the stones,” it certainly would be more in line with the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


Grace and Peace,


Richard Edwards

PRAYER CONCERNS

Sympathy

· Sympathy is extended to Rev. O.A. McBrayer & family of the loss of his wife Ida Belle.  
Rev. McBrayer served in churches in our Conference before transferring to the New Mexico Conference.
Health

· Clark Williams, the pastor of Anton UMC is home & recuperating following knee replacement surgery.
· Ross Dunn, Pastor of Lubbock Forrest Heights UMC, is home recuperating, following surgery to stabilize a broken neck.  He lacks movement in his neck, but suffered no paralysis. 
· Sandy Patterson, wife of Big Spring District Superintendent Darrell Patterson, is finally improving from a blood infection and related secondary infection.  
Congratulations
· Congratulations to Carolyn & Brad Street on the birth of their first grandchild, Berrett Keith Street.  Brad is the Executive Director of Butman Methodist Camp & Retreat Center.  Carolyn is the Business & Finance Director of Butman.  
Charge Conferences

Charge Conferences are now underway.  If you don’t remember when you’re scheduled, go to the District website, click on the calendar icon and there is a list of conferences & times.  If you have questions about filling out forms, just give us a call.  Please remember to use current forms, all of which can be downloaded from the web site. www.lubdistumc.com  Please remember to send (snail mail, fax 806-797-9215, or e-mail) a copy of the pastoral compensation form to the District Office at least one week prior to your Conference.
Assessment Forms

Congregational Assessment Forms, which are completed by both the pastor and SPRC, are due by December 16 and may be turned in at Charge Conference.

Clergy Assessment Forms, which are completed by both the clergy and SPRC, are due no later than January 20.  These forms are needed for pastor consultations. All forms are on the web site, with directions for completion.  
AROUND THE DISTRICT: 
The date and time have been set!  The Lubbock District Christmas Party will be held Saturday, December 3, 2011, 11:30 AM at Lubbock Lakeridge UMC.  This is an excellent opportunity to meet with fellow clergy and their families, as well as do a little Christmas shopping.  With reservations, childcare will be available. Closer to the event, you will receive a formal invitation as well as an RSVP card.  Reserve the date now!
On Saturday, January 28th from 9AM to 3 PM, Lubbock First UMC will be presenting Phyllis Tickle discussing reaching, engaging and deploying younger generations.  Clergy and their youth through adult leadership would greatly benefit by this presentation.  Thanks to the Welborn/Payne families, this event will be offered without charge other than a $10 meal, which will be optional.  The flier and registration information will be coming out in the near future.  
Hereford First UMC will be recognizing All Saints Sunday, November 6.  There will be a special candlelight service during morning worship which will honor and remember those who have died in the past year.  

Lorenzo UMC will be presenting a “Make a Difference Bazaar” on Saturday, November 12 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  This would be a great opportunity to do some shopping for handmade Christmas gifts!  A meal will be served by donation.  All proceeds will be used to make plush animals, lap robes and hats for cancer patients, both children and adults, being treated at UMC and Joe Arrington Cancer Center. 
Lubbock Hope Community of Shalom is selling pecans.  The pecans have been cracked, shelled, flavored and roasted.  They are $5 in a bag or in attractive gift boxes.  For more information, please call 806-762-0829. 

2011 Conference Journal

The 2001 Conference Journal is available at the Conference Office for a cost of $15.00.  If you pre-ordered one, it may be picked up at the Conference Office,1401 Ave M Lubbock.

If you didn’t pre-order, call 806-762-0201 to see if there are any available. 

NWTX General Conference Prayer Focus
 As our denomination approaches the global gathering of delegates for General Conference 2012 which will be held April 24 - May 4 in Tampa, Florida, we want to surround the entire process in prayer. Each conference of The United Methodist Church has been asked to design a prayer initiative to support the UMC, the delegates, and the local churches during this time.
 
The desire of the Conference Nuture Team is to engage the entire United Methodist Church in prayer with and for the 2012 General Conference. We want to pray for God's will, to be done in God's way, and in God's time.
 Prayer Focus (continued)
Week of October 30-November 5
Read:       I SAMUEL 3:8-10

Reflect:     "Oh!  Give me Samuel's ear,

          An open ear, O Lord

    Alive and quick to hear

                            Each whisper of thy word;

          Like him to answer to thy call

                            And to obey thee first of all."

-Author Unknown

Pray:       For the Church and Society committees as they discern your

        call for your people to live and work within the systems of

        this world, Gracious God, hear our prayer.
From Bishop Whitfield & Valerie

Our dear friends in Christ,

Valerie and I have been overwhelmed by the outpouring of love, support, prayers, notes, and cards during our granddaughter Mercy's brief life.  We are extremely grateful for the continuing expressions of care shown to us following Mercy Elizabeth's death on September 21.  On October 8, 2011 we gathered for a beautiful memorial service to remember the brief life of Mercy Elizabeth Whitfield.  If Mercy had lived, she would have been one month old on the day of her memorial service, so the service was a birthday party with cupcakes, balloons, pictures and lots of laughter.  Children attended the memorial service and leaders included a brief children's sermon designed for the children present.  The service celebrated God's fabulous love and grace given to us in Jesus Christ.  It focused on God's love and the wonderful gift of the thirteen days of delight and love we experienced during Mercy's life.

 

We are extremely grateful to all who have shown us such love and care.

 

Grace and Peace,

--Bishop Max and Valerie
Texas Tech Wesley Foundation Update
The Texas Tech Wesley Foundation had its first “Red Raider Donut Dash” recently.  The event was a huge success, raising  $3,633 in support of Wesley Foundation programs.  

Wesley Foundation Leadership Team students attended 19 churches in the Amarillo District Sunday, October 30th.  They shared what the Wesley Foundation is doing with campus ministries in the NWTX Conference.  This church outreach raised over $6,000.  

Penny Wilson, Director of Development and Administration, of the Wesley Foundation reports that 300 Tech Students attend Wesley events every week.  She thanks everyone for their support of the Wesley Foundation through prayers and financial gifts.
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District Calendar
Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6  CC-McAdoo
CC-Spur

CC-Lorenzo

CC Idalou
	7

	8

CC- Lubbock St. Matthew UMC
	9
CC-Lubbock Oakwood UMC
	10
Deploy Team-Conference Center
	11
	12 
Make a Difference Bazaar at Lorenzo UMC

	13
CC-Dimmitt

CC-Hereford San Pablo

CC-Hereford Wesley

CC-Hereford First UMC
	14
	15
CC-Lubbock Lakeridge UMC
	16
CC-Lubbock Aldersgate UMC
	17
CC-Lubbock St. Luke’s UMC
	18
	19

	20 
Bishop Max Whitfield preaching at Wolfforth UMC
	21
	22
	23
District Office Closed
	24
THANKSGIVING
	25
	26

	27
	28
CC-Lubbock Agape UMC
	29
CC-Shallowater UMC
	30
CC-Earth UMC
	
	
	


Don’t Forget-District Christmas Party
December 3!

�





The United Methodist Church of Northwest Texas Conference	  Rev. Richard Edwards, District Superintendent


3402 21st Street Lubbock, TX 79410-1213				  �HYPERLINK "mailto:redwards@lubdistumc.com"�redwards@lubdistumc.com� 


806▫796▫1336 FAX 797▫9215						  Jennifer Andersen, Ministry Assistant


�HYPERLINK "http://www.lubdistumc.com"�www.lubdistumc.com� 							  �HYPERLINK "mailto:admin.assistant@lubdistumc.com"�admin.assistant@lubdistumc.com� 








Richard’s Calendar


Nov. 2-4:  TMF DS Group-Austin


Nov. 6:  9:00 AMCC at McAdoo 


             11:00 AM CC at Spur               3:00 PM CC at Lorenzo UMC


	   5:00 PM CC at Idalou 


Nov. 8:  7:00 CC at Lubbock St.                                                  Matthew


Nov. 9:  6:00 PM CC at Lubbock Oakwood


Nov. 10:  10:00 AM Deploy Team at Conference Center


Nov. 13:  11:00 AM CC at Dimmitt 


                  3:00 PM CC at Hereford San Pablo


	      4:30 PM CC at Hereford Wesley


                  6:00 PM CC at Hereford First UMC


Nov. 15:  7:00 PM CC at Lubbock Lakeridge


Nov. 16:  6:00 PM CC at Lubbock Aldersgate


Nov. 17:  10:00 AM Financial Forum


at Conference Center


	      6:00 PM CC at Lubbock St. Luke’s


Nov. 28:  6:00 PM CC at Lubbock Agape


Nov. 29:  7:00 CC at Shallowater


Nov. 30:  6:30 PM CC at Earth 











