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Lubbock District News


THE HIGH AND THE HIGHEST
From The Word for Every Day by Alvin N. Rogness

God put Abraham to the severest test of all.  He made him choose between two loves, both honorable and noble.  One was the love of his only son, Isaac; the other was the love of God.  It was a fierce choice, because it was not a choice between evil and good.  It was a choice between the high and the highest.

That which tears at the heart is not the choice between the base and the noble; life’s profoundest pathos is the need of choosing between a lesser and a greater good.  When our love of Christ involves the neglect of our nearest and dearest, we experience the most poignant pain and the deepest joy.

When Luther wrote those fearful words, “Let goods and kindred go, this moral life also; the body they may kill . . .,” you dare not suppose that he did not love his little girl Magdalena and his little son Hans – not if you have read his letters to them.

In many circumstances, far less threatening than that of Abraham . . . or Luther, we may be faced with such decisions . . . .   We all face decisions between two goods, two rights.  May God help us to find our way.

And the Cabinet considered the mission field needs of the church, the recommendations of the SPRC, the gifts and graces of the pastor etc and attempted to make the “best” appointment for the “making of disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  

”We all face decisions between two goods, two rights.   May God help us to find our way.”

Richard W. Edwards

PRAYER CONCERNS
Sympathy 
· Sympathy is extended to Socorro de Anda, President of the Lydia Patterson Institute, & her family on the death of her son Marco.  A scholarship fund has been established at the Lydia Patterson Institute in his memory.  Donations may be sent to: Lydia Patterson Institute, 517 S. Florence, El Paso, TX 79901.  
· Sympathy is extended to Rev. Ernie McGaughey & family on the death of his brother, Allen.  Ernie is a retired member of our Conference. 

Health
· Elton Wyatt, a retired member of our Conference,  is doing well following the amputation of his lower leg due to a cancerous tumor.  He is set to start rehab in the near future.  
· Please keep Cheryl Everett & family in prayer as she continues to recover from knee replacement surgery.  Cheryl is the wife of Billy Everett, Pastor of Denver City UMC.
· Gary Hubbard, pastor of Munday UMC, is progressing well following hip replacement surgery.
· Please be in prayer for Bob Karlin, Pastor of Eula UMC, & his family as he awaits a liver transplant in Fort Worth.  
· Please keep Charles Whittle, retired member of our Conference, & his family in prayer.  Charles has been diagnosed with prostate cancer that has spread to his bones, causing a pelvic fracture.
· Please be in prayer for Francie & Mark Pittman & their daughter Beth following Beth’s diagnosis with breast cancer.  Francie is a retired Diaconal Minister of our Conference & Mark is the former Conference Treasurer/Director of Stewardship.
Congratulations
· Congratulations to Todd & Shyrie Dyess on the birth of their granddaughter Chloe Dyess, born April 6.  Todd is the District Superintendent of the Amarillo District.
· Congratulations to David & Rachel McGaughy on the birth of Mary Elliott, born April 22.  David is the pastor of Texline UMC.
Second Milers

The Second Milers will be meeting Wednesday, May 26 at Furrs Cafeteria on Slide Road in the Red Raider Room.  Lunch is at 11:30 AM with the program beginning at 12 noon.

Celebrate with Service

It’s time to celebrate!  In recognition of 100 years of ministry in the Northwest Texas Annual Conference, we are encouraging churches to Celebrate with Service by having a Day of Service in their communities.

Please join the Northwest Texas Conference during this time of celebration.  Contact Karla Abernethy-Thetford at karla@nwtxconf.org or call 806-433-2780 if you have questions or to report what your Day of Service will be.  

Help Fill the "Mission in Motion" Trailer at Annual Conference
 The United Methodist Women of FUMC, Lubbock, invite all Northwest Texas Conference United Methodist Women and churches to bring bulk items for UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) to Annual Conference, June 11-13.  
 
Sager Brown is in dire need of items for health kits, clean up buckets, and baby layettes. You may view the lists by clicking here. 

Select items that would be best for your church to bring to Annual Conference. Let's completely fill the Mission in Motion trailer which will be parked in front of the Christian Life Center.

A Note from:
Lee Rice & Virginia Dunlap

District Lay Speaker Coordinators

We wish to thank all of you who attended the Lay Ministries training session at Grace UMC, Plainview, April 10.  And thanks to all the teachers who did such a fine job as evidenced by many positive comments we heard.  Thanks to the staff to the staff of the Conference & Superintendent’s offices for their immeasurable help.  A special thanks to Rev. Kyle Brock and the folks of Grace who prepared and served the meals and provided us with all their support so we could have a successful event.  “Our mission is equipping laity to realize and respond to their call to ministry.”  If you missed this opportunity, plan to join us this fall.

Imagine No Malaria

Imagine No Malaria is an extraordinary ministry of the people of the United Methodist Church to eliminate death and suffering from malaria in Africa by 2015.  With a goal of raising $75 million to improve health infrastructure and empower a sustainable victory over the disease, Imagine No Malaria is our opportunity to rethink how we reach 

beyond our church, opening doors to those who need it most.  For more information go to:

www.ImagineNoMalaria.org 

2010 Annual Conference

Sharing HIStory

YESTERDAY  TODAY  TOMORROW

NWTX Annual Conference will be held June 11-13 in Lubbock……….only three days, running from Friday through Sunday.  

Registration 
Registration forms in PDF or the link to pay with credit card are now on the Annual Conference on the web site:

www.nwtxconf.org 

Pre-Conference Reports

Pre-Conference reports are available on the web site listed above.

Childcare

The childcare link has also been added to the web site.  You DO need to make a reservation.  For the event name, put Annual Conference.

Big Spring District
Lay Speaker Training

Basic and advanced training classes will be offered at the Big Spring District Lay Speaker training scheduled for May 15.  The sessions will be held at First UMC in Snyder.  For registration information, call the Big Spring District office at 432-263-1259
Ceta Canyon Open House
Experience an afternoon of run and sign up for summer camp Sunday, May 16, 2:00-4:00 PM. 
(Please RSVP by May 14).  Open house activities include hiking to the waterfall, riding on the Challenge Course Zip-Line, fishing, touring the facilities and prized.  You will enjoy FREE hotdogs and other snacks!

Methodist Masters Golf Tournament 

Benefitting the Wesley Foundation at Texas Tech

In partnership with the Lubbock District Office

Saturday, July 10, 2010 at 8:00 am

Shadow Hills Golf Course Lubbock, Texas

Prizes awarded to top 3 teams

Breakfast/Lunch/Snacks/Drinks/Goodie Bags/Raffle/Mulligan

4 player scramble

$100 per player or $400 for foursome

$250 for Church Hole Sponsor Sign

Sponsorships Available

Contact Penny Wilson @ 806.762.8749 pennyw@ttuwesley.org
www.ttuwesley.org 

On behalf of Al and the staff of Wesley Foundation we invite each one of you to join us on the course that day for fellowship, food and golf in celebrating our United Methodist Campus Ministry for 75 years “raising up a generation of Christians who lead”.
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Richard’s Calendar


5/2	Groundbreaking for Lubbock Lakeridge


	UMC’s new chapel


5/3	District Finance Committee Mtg.-District Office	


5/4	Deploy Team-District Office


5/5-6 	Texas Methodist Foundation D.S. Group-Austin


5/9	Littlefield UMC Groundbreaking


5/10	District Nominations Committee Mtg.-	District Office


5/12	Littlefield Charge Conference	


5/23	Lubock Agape Charge Conference


5/26	Lubbock Aldersgate Church Conference


5/31	OFFICE CLOSED
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