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Lubbock District News


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1INTO THE STREETS
By Yvonne Delk

In Ecumenical Decade 1988-1998

“If I read properly the story immediately preceding Pentecost, there are 120 disciples packed into one dark room.  They have been regathered in the Easter event, but they’re still lying low, sulking about and looking over their shoulders, feeling trapped.

They have good reason to be afraid.  The authorities want them isolated in an upper room....  The elite are now back in control.  The disciples have retracted.  Their leader has been crucified.  Those closest to him have denied him.  The authorities clearly have an upper hand.  The cult has been contained.  They are no longer a force to be reckoned with.  They have been rendered timid and silent.

However, there is an invasion into their midst - a kairos moment, a rupture in time - a invasion that moves them from the upper room to the streets.”

“When the Holy Spirit descends upon a gathered community it never leaves them as it finds them.  An encounter with the Holy Spirit means changes.  Its authority is not given to maintain the old world but to bring in a new one.  An encounter with the Spirit means a change in one’s perspective, one’s outlook on life.  When two or three of us gather together in Christ’s name, the Spirit of God in Jesus Christ is present and bestows upon us a new vision of our humanity.”


Well, Annual Conference is coming in a week.  What will be the outcome?  Will we let the routine business take control simply for business sake?  Will we let politics rear its ugly head and keep us from “Kingdom” work?  Will we let the desire to control keep us from remembering the “Good News?”  Will we stay locked up inside the walls of the church, away from the world that Jesus came to save and into which he sends us?

Or, will we be open to the “Holy Spirit” which will not allow us to simply “maintain the old” but rather bring in the new.  Will we experience the “Holy Spirit” and go out “into the streets,” into the world?

As we come to Annual Conference and more importantly, as we go from Annual Conference, let us be open the “Spirit of God” and “...and invitation that moves...” us “...from the upper room to the streets.”


Richard W. Edwards

PRAYER CONCERNS
Sympathy 
· Sympathy is extended to Al Martin & family on the death of his grandmother, Gladys Martin.   Al is the director of Texas Tech Wesley Foundation. 
· Sympathy is extended to Dennie Treat & family on the death of her father Delbert Dunn.  Dennie is the wife of Dave Treat, retired member of our Conference.
· Sympathy is extended to Herb Tavenner, a retired member of our conference, & family on the death of his sister Carol Tavenner Rosenbloom.

Health
· Bob Karlin, who recently received a liver transplant, has moved to an apartment in Ft. Worth.  His address is Villas of Oak Hill, 2400 Via Villani, #2116, Ft. Worth, TX 76109.  Bob is the pastor of Eula UMC.
· Please be in prayer for Claude McKiddy, pastor of Kress UMC, who recently underwent surgery for prostate cancer.  He is home recovering and doing well.
· Jesse Hodge, a retired member of our Conference, has been diagnosed with prostate cancer.
· Please keep Charles Whittle, retired member of our Conference, & his family in prayer.  Charles has been diagnosed with prostate cancer that has spread to his bones, causing a pelvic fracture.
· Please be in prayer for Francie & Mark Pittman’s  daughter Beth as she undergoes chemo for breast cancer.  Francie is a retired Diaconal Minister of our Conference & Mark is the former Conference Treasurer/Director of Stewardship.
· Kim Bushart is home recuperating from back surgery.  Kim is the wife of Kevin Bushart, pastor of FUMC Hereford.
· Please be in prayer for Rick Wolfe & family as he continues to battle health problems.  Rick in the pastor of New Home UMC.
· Please be in prayer for Karen Whitfield Meleare & family.  Karen has been suffering with a very serious & painful injection and will have surgery June 1.  Karen is the daughter of Bishop Max & Valerie Whitfield.
Second Milers

The Second Milers will be meeting Wednesday, June 23 (4th Wednesday) at Furrs Cafeteria on Slide Road in the Red Raider Room.  Lunch is at 11:30 AM with the program beginning at 12 noon.

Spirit Wind Needs Your Help
Spirit Wind is the NW TX Choir that is made up of youth from across the Conference, as well as volunteer directors.  They are in need of your help!  Sponsorships/donations are needed to help fund Spirit Wind’s Outreach Tour to Orlando.  Your donations will be used to help offset the cost of the leadership team, which includes the director & assistant director.  Donations may be sent to the Conference Service Center, 1415 Ave M, Lubbock, TX 79401-3939.  Make checks payable to NW TX Conference & mark the memo as a donation to Spirit Wind.  For more information, contact 

Jay Sedberry at jsedberry@esc17.net 
Help Fill the "Mission in Motion" Trailer at Annual Conference
The United Methodist Women of FUMC, Lubbock, invite all Northwest Texas Conference United Methodist Women and churches to bring bulk items for UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) to Annual Conference, June 11-13.  
 
Sager Brown is in dire need of items for health kits, clean up buckets, and baby layettes. You may view the lists by clicking here.   Items DO NOT have to be assembled into kits.  Bulk quantities are very welcome.

Select items that would be best for your church to bring to Annual Conference. Let's completely fill the Mission in Motion trailer which will be parked in front of the Christian Life Center.

Wireless Microphones
Under a new FCC rule, churches that use wireless microphones that operate in the 700 MHz Band will have to stop using them no later than June 12, 2010.  For complete information, go to:  http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/wirelessmicrophones 

Bishop’s Thoughts:

The Annual Conference Session is rapidly approaching and my excitement builds daily. I regularly call for congregations to make significant changes to meet the needs of people more effectively. A few people dared to suggest that I recommend changes to the Annual Conference Sessions. How foolish can some people be! We conducted Annual Conference in the basic format for many years. Why should we change? Slowly, I realized they might be right. I doubted it, but was at least willing to make some minor changes. I was not prepared for what happened. 

The Conference Leadership Team and Cabinet considered a wide variety of options. They examined minor changes and dramatic transformation of the Annual Conference Sessions. We proceeded with some significant changes for this year. Annual Conference will include a teaching-learning event, encompassing about six hours of the Conference agenda. Dr. Clif Christopher will challenge our understanding of stewardship and giving. He will help us understand why and how people give, as well as various ways to encourage people to give more generously.  

 Dr. Clif Christopher is an ordained clergyperson who holds membership in the Arkansas Conference. He created Horizons Ministries several years ago and conducts successful fund raising drives in local churches, districts, annual conferences, and institutions. 

 We shortened the length of the Annual Conference Session. We will begin on Friday morning at 8:00 a.m. and conclude no later than 2:00 on Sunday afternoon. This will allow many laypersons who are employed full time to attend Annual Conference. The clergy session and a dinner for all clergypersons will take place on Thursday evening before the formal opening on Friday morning. 

 The Service of Ordination will occur on Sunday morning in the sanctuary at First United Methodist Church in Lubbock. We expect all clergypersons to participate in the ordination service and invite 
laypersons to conduct worship service in their appointed congregations. 

 Your evaluations of previous annual conference sessions challenged us to shorten annual conference, move the sessions to the weekend, and provide leadership training and assistance to local churches. We believe your evaluations were right on target. 

 We are attempting to do what you asked. Come and experience a very different Annual Conference Session. 

 We realize that many key lay leaders will still be unable to attend the Annual Conference Session and we will record Dr. Christopher's presentations and post them on the Northwest Texas Web Site for viewing later. The Communication Team will post information detailing how to access these presentations.  You will need to obtain this information from the Communication Team because it remains a deep dark secret for me. 

 These are not the only changes you will note in the Annual Conference Session this year. It is just the most obvious one. It is also not the only changes coming. Annual Conference will become an inspiring, learning, transforming experience. Come expecting things to change. Come expecting to be personally changed.   Grace & Peace, Max
2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE NEWS

Date and Location: June 11 - 13, FUMC, Lubbock
Annual Conference Materials can be found by clicking here for the link. 
Centennial Celebration

The Centennial Celebration Banquet will be held Friday evening June 11 at the Lubbock Civic Center in the Banquet Hall.  YOU MUST PURCHASE TICKETS AHEAD OF TIME.  NO TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR OR AT REGISTRATION.  Be sure to make your reservations now!
CLERGY AND DIACONAL PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

This is the year that we do our Pictorial Directory for all clergy and diaconal ministers in attendance at Annual Conference. Olan Mills will be doing the pictures this year. You will find them upstairs of Christian Life Center in the Game Room. This room is located just off of the walking track. Pictures will be taken between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, June 11 and 12.
 
ATTENTION ALL LOCAL CHURCHES AND CHURCH HISTORIANS


We will have a section of the church reserved for local churches to display information about their local church history. We invite you to bring a card table and your display materials to the hallway around the parlor in the old part of the church. There will be volunteers from the church to direct you to this area. 

 

The display can be set up anytime Thursday afternoon, June 10 or early Friday morning, June 11. The displays need to be removed by Saturday evening. You will not be able to put anything on the walls, so your display will need to be self supporting.
 
Second: At the Friday evening celebration of our conference's history we will be having a power point presentation of photos of our conference churches. You are invited to send a digital photo of your church. It would be great if you have a photo of your earliest building if you have it. You can e-mail it to the archives at archives.nwtx@gmail.com or you can mail a copy of the photo to the Conference Service Center.  Please indicate if you want the photo returned.  Please send the photo by May 28 at the latest.
 
 
Childcare : The childcare link has also been added to the web site. You do need to make a reservation. For the event name just put Annual Conference.
Breakfast with Clif Christopher

There will be an informal breakfast with Clif Christopher, our Conference teacher this year, on Sunday morning, June 13 at 7:00 AM.  The breakfast will be in room 107 at FUMC Lubbock.  Reservations are limited to the first 30 respondents, Please e-mail Dave Andersen at Andersen@nwtxconf.org  if you would like to attend.
Methodist Masters Golf Tournament 

Benefitting the Wesley Foundation 

at Texas Tech

In partnership with 

the Lubbock District Office

Saturday, July 10, 2010 at 8:00 am

Shadow Hills Golf Course Lubbock, Texas

Prizes awarded to top 3 teams

Breakfast/Lunch/Snacks/Drinks/Goodie Bags/Raffle/Mulligan

4 player scramble

$100 per player or $400 for foursome

$250 for Church Hole Sponsor Sign

Sponsorships Available

Contact Penny Wilson @ 806.762.8749 pennyw@ttuwesley.org
www.ttuwesley.org 

On behalf of Al and the staff of Wesley Foundation we invite each one of you to join us on the course that day for fellowship, food and golf in celebrating our United Methodist Campus Ministry for 75 years “raising up a generation of Christians who lead”.

Texas Tech Lubbock District Blitz

The Texas Tech Wesley Foundation is planning a “Lubbock District Blitz” on Sunday, November 7, 1020.  They hope to have student representatives in as many Lubbock District churches as possible on that date.  If you would be interested in having a speaker or team of students from the Texas Tech Wesley Foundation on November 7, please contact
Justin Hancock at justin@ttuwesley.org 
Roundup 2010

Roundup 2010 is taking a new approach to ministry this year.  Does your congregation need ideas, models, and practices to be able to full its mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world?  The sessions will be based on Robert Schnase’s book, “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations.”  Excellent leaders are lined up for six major sessions and you will be able to take home ideas to help shape and sustain these qualities in your church.  We will have children and youth sessions as well as sessions in Spanish.  Gain the skills necessary for assessment of your congregation and your ministry team.  Mark your calendar for August 7th at FUMC Lubbock!



Mary Lou Lane, Chairman



& the Task Force Team

Nurse Needed for New Dawn II
New Dawn II Camp scheduled for June 21-25 at Butman Methodist Camp and Retreat Center needs a nurse.  This person would be working with another nurse to assist the campers.  Contact Traci Mainke  at 432-213-2442, if you can help.
Area Resource Center
The area resource center will not be available for video rentals after June 25, as all materials will be boxed for the move to the new building.

Imagine No Malaria
Imagine No Malaria is an extraordinary ministry of the people of the United Methodist Church to eliminate death and suffering from malaria in Africa by 2015.  With a goal of raising $75 million to improve health infrastructure and empower a sustainable victory over the disease, Imagine  No Malaria is our opportunity to rethink how we reach beyond our church, opening doors to those who need it most. For more information please go to:

www.ImagineNoMalaria.org 

Christian One Liners:
God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.

If God is your co-pilot, switch seats!

The task ahead of us is never as great as the Power behind us! 
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District Calendar

Office Hours M-Th 8:30 am – 3:30 pm
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6
	7
	8
	9

District Ministry Cabinet  FUMC, Lubbock 3:00-5:00 PM
	10

dCOM-FUMC, Lubbock
3:00-4:00 PM
Clergy Session FUMC Lubbock 5-6 PM


	11

NW TX

Annual

Conference


	12

	13

NW TX 

Annual Conference


	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19

	20
	21
	22
	23

Bishop’s Week, Fayetteville, AK


	24
	25
	26

	27
	28
	29
	30
	
	
	


District Office Closed Monday, July 5

�





The United Methodist Church of Northwest Texas Conference	  Rev. Richard Edwards, District Superintendent


3402 21st Street Lubbock, TX 79410-1213				  � HYPERLINK "mailto:redwards@lubdistumc.com" �redwards@lubdistumc.com� 


806▫796▫1336 FAX 797▫9215						  Jennifer Andersen, Ministry Assistant


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lubdistumc.com" �www.lubdistumc.com� 							  � HYPERLINK "mailto:admin.assistant@lubdistumc.com" �admin.assistant@lubdistumc.com� 








Richard’s Calendar


6/9	*District Ministry Cabinet at Annual Conference 3:00-5:00 PM 


	*Joint Cabinet Dinner-Knipling Center Covenant Hospital-6:00 PM


6/10	*dCOM-FUMC Lubbock RM 24, 3:00-4:00 PM


	*Bishop meets with Extension Ministers FUMC Lubbock Chapel 4:00-4:30 PM


	*Clergy Session-FUMC Lubbock 5:00- 6:30 PM


	*Active Clergy & Spouse Dinner FUMC Lubbock 5:45 PM


6/11-13   NWTX Annual Conference-First United Methodist Church, Lubbock


6/23-27  *Bishop’s week-Fayetteville, AK	











The Lubbock District Office will be closed Monday, July 5.
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