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“UNITY – WORKING SIDE BY SIDE”

Bishop Larry M Goodpaster ends his book, “There’s Power in the Connection – Building a Network of Dynamic Congregations,” by stating,

For The United Methoidst Church, in reclaiming and living out of both personal and social holiness, in modeling and practicing both intentional evangelistic activities and prophetic social justice endeavors, we will find that our hope has been transformed and a tranforming hope has grasped us in such a way that “at the name of Jesus every knee should bend . . . and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil 2:10-11)

On one of the evaluations for this year’s session of Conference, someone wrote, they would like to see, 

“Time to allow the unity to be exercised – allow for differences or does it mean ignoring divergent opinions”?
If I hear both Goodpaster and the words of this evaluator, I would say that we are called to never ignor divergent opinions; but rather, we are to hold these “varieties of differences” in a constant tension.  They are not meant to be good or bad, right or wrong, one or the other; but rather, they are to be working side by side.

I pray that we, as United Methodists, will see that “making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” can best be reclaimed as we live out the tension between personal and social holiness, as we practice both intentional evangelism and prophetic social justice.  Not one or the other, not ignoring divergent opinions, but both, working “side by side” for the transformation of the world.

Richard Edwards
PRAYER CONCERNS
Sympathy 
· Sympathy is extended to Charles Whittle & family on the death of his daughter Keri Louise Whittle Dawkins.  Charles is a retired member of our Conference.
· Sympathy is extended to James Currie, Jr. on the death of his father James Currie, Sr.  James Currie, Jr. is a retired member of our Conference.
· Sympathy is extended to Lane Boyd & family on the death of his mother, Mrs. Roe Boyd.  Lane  is the Senior Pastor of Polk Street UMC, Amarillo.
Health

· Please be in prayer for Claude McKiddy, pastor of Kress UMC, who is home recovering from prostate  cancer surgery. 
· Jesse Hodge, a retired member of our Conference, is home recovering from prostate cancer surgery.
Spirit Wind Needs Your Help
Spirit Wind is the NW TX Choir that is made up of youth from across the Conference, as well as volunteer directors.  If you were at this year’s Annual Conference you had the opportunity hear this talented group of young people perform at the Memorial Service.

They are in need of your help! Sponsorships and donations are needed to help fund Spirit Wind’s Outreach Tour to Orlando.  Your donations will be used to help offset the cost of the leadership team, which includes the director & assistant director.  Donations may be sent to the Conference Service Center, 1415 Ave M, Lubbock, TX 79401-3939.  Make checks payable to NW TX Conference & mark the memo as a donation to Spirit Wind.  For more information, contact 

Jay Sedberry at jsedberry@esc17.net 

DON’T FORGET!
The Lubbock District Office will be closed Monday, July 5th.

Second Milers

The Second Milers will be meeting Wednesday, July 28  at Furrs Cafeteria on Slide Road in the Red Raider Room.  Lunch is at 11:30 AM with the program beginning at 12 noon.

Methodist Masters Golf Tournament 

Benefitting the Wesley Foundation 

at Texas Tech

In partnership with 

the Lubbock District Office

Saturday, July 10, 2010 at 8:00 am

Shadow Hills Golf Course Lubbock, Texas

Prizes awarded to top 3 teams

Breakfast/Lunch/Snacks/Drinks/Goodie Bags/Raffle/Mulligan

4 player scramble

$100 per player or $400 for foursome

$250 for Church Hole Sponsor Sign

Sponsorships Available

Contact Penny Wilson @ 806.762.8749 pennyw@ttuwesley.org
www.ttuwesley.org 

On behalf of Al and the staff of Wesley Foundation we invite each one of you to join us on the course that day for fellowship, food and golf in celebrating our United Methodist Campus Ministry for 75 years “raising up a generation of Christians who lead”.

Dear Lubbock District,

Our thanks do not begin to say how our hearts have been lifted from the support that we at St. Matthew have received from our area brothers and sisters.  Your generosity has been overwhelming and your outpouring of love awe-inspiring.    I always knew the connection of the United Methodist Church was strong, but never really having to call on others to meet our needs, I did not realize the breadth and the depth, but now I do!    Almost immediately after our appeal had been made the first of 13 checks began to roll in.  One as far away as Earth, Texas!    Our Lord Jesus Christ and His people are truly amazing!   

Our prayers are that on July 4th, this Sunday, we will have a combined service of dedication and celebration at 10:00 a.m. followed by an “old fashioned Bar-B-Q  to celebrate all of our hard work  and the birth of our Nation.   We invite everyone to come and celebrate with us.  

Again, thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  If we at St. Matthew can ever share in the need of the Body of Christ, please do not hesitate to call.   

Blessings  from a very humble and grace-filled Brother in Christ,

Rob Lindley 

Welcome…………
As is the tradition of the United Methodist Church, it is the time of year for appointment changes.  We welcome:

Donna Lindley to Lubbock Agape’

Judy Shema to Ralls/Crosbyton

Brooks Morton to Idalou

Craig Curry to Lubbock FUMC

Cam Givan to Lorenzo

Andy Hurst to Lubbock St. Luke’s

Jeff Taylor to Plainview FUMC

Dustin McEwen to Shallowater

Wilbur Ormond to Hart/Spade

Susan Brown to the NWTX Conference Office as Director of Discipleship
Roundup 2010 - August 7

FUMC Lubbock 
Intentional Faith Development refers to the purposeful learning in community that helps the followers of Jesus mature in their faith.  

Join us at FUMC Lubbock for two special sessions:  Faith Forming Relationships

which will be led by Stan Cosby and Jerry Krueger.  Mary Kay McCauley will be lead us through Fervent Prayer and Study of Scripture.

Brochures will be mailed to all churches after July 1.  You may download the brochure and mail it in or you can register and pay with credit card, whichever is easier for you.  Go to the following site for complete information:

http://www.nwtxconf.org/Equip/Roundup-2010 

Please note that you cannot register youth online, as their forms require parent/guardian signatures.  If you have questions, please call the NW Texas Conference office at:

806-762-0201.  

Bishop’s Thoughts

Many different articles come across my desk each day.  One of these raised some important questions and issues.  It was written by Eddie Hammett, who is associated with Columbia Partnership.  He identified nine lies and deceptions "that provide deep roots for dysfunctions and ineffectiveness of many leaders and their churches." 
Those nine lies are:
1.  Returning to the good old days is the way forward for our church.
2.  Ministry is the primary responsibility of the pastor and staff.
3.  Ministry is for the church members to support and pray for, but not something they are to do.
4.  Care-giving for the membership is the primary mission of the church.
5.  The budget of the church is for those who give, not for those who do not give or come to church.
6.  Church meetings, ministries and programs are primarily to accommodate the needs and preferences of church members rather than those inactive or beyond the membership.
7.  Those who are not like us should not be invited or encouraged to be among us or part of us.
8.   Judging others is essential if the church is to stay pure and faithful.
9.   Funding for ministry for our church comes only from the tithes and offering of membership and guests.

This list points to some common attitudes that indicates congregations are concerned about themselves and their members instead of seeking to make disciples of those outside their regular worshipping communities.  Inward focused churches plateau and slowly decline.  They communicate in numerous ways they are uninterested in making new disciples, reaching those who have dropped out or who are younger or different from the rest of the congregations.

Several years ago, a congregation I was serving indicated they were very interested in reaching others in the community.  The issue arose during an Administrative Board meeting when one of the men spoke passionately about taking deliberate action in reaching out into the community and inviting their neighbors and co-workers to come with them to worship and Sunday School.  Pride arose within me almost immediately.  They had finally understood the Great Commission and their responsibility to fulfill Jesus' mission to make disciples.  Then he ended his plea by saying, "We must have more people in order to pay the bills."  Dejection encompassed me.  He wanted more members and showed little or no interest in making disciples.  He was concerned about helping the congregation to survive rather than fulfilling the mission of the Church.  The focus was entirely on those who were already members.  They expressed little or no concern for helping others to come into a relationship with Jesus Christ.

A few years later, I served a congregation that designed their ministries around reaching and ministering to those beyond the membership.  The majority of the membership, and certainly the leadership, rejected the lies discovered by Hammett as he works with congregations.  This congregation grew year after year with many persons joining by profession of faith or reaffirmation of their faith.  The Great Commission directed the congregation.
Does your congregation affirm or deny the lies listed by Hammett?  Is your congregation growing or declining?  How important is the Great Commission in focusing all of the congregation's ministries?  Is it time for some changes?

Grace & Peace,
Max
2010 Annual Conference News
Pictures of all sessions and events for the Annual Conference are available from Charles Gillingham.  You may contact him at: cfilli@sbcglobal.net 

You will need to identify the day and approximate time of the event.

The Shared Ministries videos may be found at:

http://www.nwtxconf.org/Media-Center 

You will click on the video icon, then click on the Wesley Foundation & Homes for the Aging video.

The 2010 Appointments can be found at:

http://www.nwtxconf.org/Service-Center/Appointment-Changes  

Texas Tech Lubbock District Blitz

The Texas Tech Wesley Foundation is planning a “Lubbock District Blitz” on Sunday, November 7, 2010.  They hope to have student representatives in as many Lubbock District churches as possible on that date.  If you would be interested in having a speaker or team of students from the Texas Tech Wesley Foundation on November 7, please contact

Justin Hancock at justin@ttuwesley.org 
Job Opening at Conference Office

There is a part-time position available as the Archivist for the Northwest Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church.  The Conference Archives will be housed in the new Conference Center in Lubbock.  For further information, contact Rev. Ava Berry at the Conference Office, (806)762-0201 or email to: berry@nwtxconf.org 
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“”Find another way to raise money!”

from The Jouful Noiseletter
©Steve Phelps
Reprinted with permission





McMurry University

President’s Council Initiative

The President's Council Initiative is seeking support from McMurry Alumni and Friends to help support the McMurry Fund. President's Council Initiative offers potential and current donors the opportunity to impact McMurry students. It is important to give because over 93% of McMurry students need and receive some form of financial assistance. Becoming a part of President's Council is easy, with just a gift of $83.33 a month or $1,000 a year you can become a part of Shaping a Students Life. With your gift you will be helping us reach our goal of raising $1 million by the year 2013. If you are interested in becoming a part of The President's Council Initiative please contact Erin Stevens at 214-316-2249 or stevens.erin@mcm.edu or Greeley Myers at 325-793-4603 or myers.greeley@mcm.edu 
You will also find a pledge card on the next page of this newsletter.  

PLEDGE CARD

In support of the McMurry University 
President’s Council Initiative,

I/we pledge a gift of _________ payable over a period of 3 years.

(Please Print)

Name 





    ________________________________________________
            (Printed)



                   (Signature)
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________ State____________ Zip Code_______________________________________
Primary Phone _____________________________ Secondary Phone _____________________________________
· I prefer to donate by check made out to:



McMurry University



President’s Council
· I/we prefer to donate a gift of stock or other asset. Please contact me for more information. 

· This pledge qualifies for a matching gift through:


___________________________________


Company Name


(Please provide your company’s matching gift form)

· I wish to make my gift anonymously.

· I wish to make my gift in honor/memory of:

____________________________________

· I/we prefer to donate by automatic deductions on my credit card.

· American Express

· Discover

· Visa/MC

Credit Card Number: _______________________________________

Expiration Date and CCV#(3 digits on the back): _______________________________________

Monthly Deductions:

______________________________________

While I understand that my/our gift may not be publicized externally without my/our permission, the University may publish my/our name(s) among those of other campaign donors in any giving clubs or donor recognition levels so established by the University.

Thank You For Your Support
All charitable gifts to McMurry University are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law.



PLEASE MAIL COMPLETED PLEDGE CARD TO:  MCMURRY UNIVERSITY

                                                                                                                                 PO Box 938

  







             Abilene, TX 79697
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District Calendar
Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	4 

St. Matthew’s UMC-dedication


	5

Office Closed
	6


	7
	8
	9
	10 Texas Tech
Wesley Foundation

Golf Tournament

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17

Richard’s 

vacation

	18


	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30 Dine Teams
Retreat FUMC-Lubbock
	31


�





The United Methodist Church of Northwest Texas Conference	  Rev. Richard Edwards, District Superintendent


3402 21st Street Lubbock, TX 79410-1213				  � HYPERLINK "mailto:redwards@lubdistumc.com" �redwards@lubdistumc.com� 


806▫796▫1336 FAX 797▫9215						  Jennifer Andersen, Ministry Assistant


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lubdistumc.com" �www.lubdistumc.com� 							  � HYPERLINK "mailto:admin.assistant@lubdistumc.com" �admin.assistant@lubdistumc.com� 








Richard’s Calendar





July 4  Dedication at Lubbock St. Matthew UMC- renovations from flood


July 11  Teach Seekers’ SS Class at Lubbock St. Luke’s UMC


July 17-25  VACATION


July 30-31  Dine Teams Retreat-Lubbock
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