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Cali
Stuck! 

Richard Edwards

Jennifer Andersen, my Administrative Assistant, called out again, “I don’t want to bug you, but I have the January newsletter ready to go and I still need your article.”  I replied back to her saying, “That’s what I’ve been working on but I’m stuck and can’t seem to get off of high center.”  That’s a saying that means something to those of us who have a farm background and have tried to cross unlevel ground in our old vehicle and found ourselves stranded as the frame hit high center and the wheels just couldn’t get any traction and we were stuck.  As I thought about it, I realized that exactly the way many feel when it comes to knowing what they, personally, and their church, corporately, needs to be doing to be faithful in the world today, as we attempt to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

I remember a poem entitled “Crossing Afton Mountain” by C. Gray Norsworthy, which appeared in the May/June 2004 Alive Now devotional book, which spoke to this feeling.  He stated,

I moved up the gradual incline

through fog thicker than sunlight

amber runway lights

embedded in concrete

lead me deeper into the fog.

It is a faith journey of sorts.

One light at a time,

trusting the road

and the road-maker

leading me on.

Isn’t that what we, individually and corporately, must do?

· We continue moving gradually through the unknowns.

· We continue following the guides of our biblical faith.

· We continue trusting in the road of our faith

· We continue counting on God in Christ the source and subject of our faith.

· We continue knowing that God in Christ will lead us on.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Sympathy

· Sympathy is extended the family of Rhea Wood. Mrs. Wood was the surviving spouse of Lyman Wood.
· Sympathy is extended Larry Gaumond & family on the death of his son-in-law, Eloy Loya.  Larry is the pastor of Lubbock Canyon UMC.
· Sympathy is extended to Michelle Matijevich & family on the death of her grandmother Ann Elise McCoy.  Michelle is a Lubbock District Candidate for Ministry and seminary student.

Health
· Noreen Bales is recovering following knee surgery on December 27.  Noreen is the surviving spouse of Richard Bales.
· Please keep Gene in your prayers as he adjusts to changes due to declining health.
· Mary Salley, the wife of Henry Salley, a retired Member of our Conference continues to recover from shoulder surgery.
· Mary Ann Chaffin, wife of Richard Chaffin, a retired member of our Conference, continues to recover from back surgery.
· Craig Curry, pastor of Lubbock First UMC, is recovering from recent knee surgery.
Assessment Forms

Congregational Assessment Forms, which are completed by both the pastor and SPRC, were due by December 16. 
Clergy Assessment Forms, which are completed by both the clergy and SPRC, are due no later than January 20.  These forms are needed for pastor consultations. All forms are on the web site, with directions for completion.  
FREE!! Clergy Tax & Benefits Seminar

The NWTX Conference will be presenting a clergy tax and benefits seminar:

Tuesday, January 10, 2012

10:00 AM-3:00 PM

Covenant Fellowship

1739 S. Avondale St.

Amarillo, TX

Topics to include: “Everything you want to know about the Compensation Form but were afraid to ask!”
“To be or not to be (an employee”
“Other Taxing Matters”
“Benefits – What’s up?”
Seminar leaders will be Rev. Paul Bauernfeind, Amarillo D.S., Rev. Don Born, Abilene D.S., Rev. Dave Andersen,CPA, Director of Stewardship & NWTX Conference Treasurer and Jan Roberst NWTX Conference Benefits Officer. 
Who should attend?  Pastors, SPRC Chairs, Church Treasurers 

Lunch will be provided, but you must be pre-registered to attend.  Registration brochures will be mailed to churches in the near future.  
For brochure and to register, go to:

https://www.umcevents.org/getdemo.ei?id=4600114&s=_0B00MJ5RG
For further information, please call the CONFERENCE OFFICE at 806-762-0201

NWTX Conference Statistical Entry 
The statistical input system that our Conference uses has been renamed from “Eagle to Ezra”.  

Since the system has been rewritten, you will need to reset your password when you log in. The user name is 591+your church number+ a p or o, such as 59144112p. The initial password is NWTXconnection, when you log in you will be asked to change the user name and password, if you want.

To access the web site go to:
http://ezra.gcfa.org 

or go to the Conference web site

http://nwtxconf.org  and click on Statistical Input.

Remember:  You cannot input data prior to January 3, 2012 and all data must be entered by Monday, January 16.

Welcome Back!!

Lubbock Forrest Heights is welcoming Pastor Ross Dunn back to the pulpit January 8.  It is truly God’s miracle that Ross lived through breaking his neck without paralysis.  He is recovered and is without pain!  

Hope Community of Shalom

Job Openings

HOPE Community of Shalom is seeking a dynamic leader to coordinate its volunteer programs and communications.  Preference will be given to an applicant who is fluent in Spanish, enjoys working with people, engages in volunteer work currently and is familiar with Publisher and Facebook.    The position is half time at $9 per hour.  Hours can be somewhat flexible, but will require Saturday and Sunday afternoon.  The job description is included below. 

 Qualifications:
►Ability to recruit and manage volunteers and Lighthouse clients
►Ability to match HOPE’s needs with volunteer desires.

►Ability to improvise and imagine new ways to accomplish our mission

►Ability to coordinate with other service organizations

►Ability to keep appropriate records

►Familiarity with Publisher and Facebook or willingness to learn

►Fluency in Spanish

►Willingness to help out with whatever needs to be done

 Job Requirements: 
►Prepare Asbury and HOPE newsletters, ►Asbury bulletin and other mailings

►Recruit, schedule and record participation from volunteers

►Run criminal background and moving violation checks

►Coordinate Lighthouse schedule

Recruit Lighthouse clients

►Cover front desk as needed

►Assist Office Manager and Executive Director as needed

►Prepare reports as needed

►Photograph ministries in action and collect stories

 
HOPE Community of Shalom is also seeking a part-time position for a custodian.  The job requires 24 hours work each week at $7.25 per hour.

 Qualifications:
►Ability to climb and descend stairs or a step stool carrying equipment.

►Health that will not be impaired by handling cleaning compounds.

►Willingness to assist as needed.

►Ability to prioritize most-needed tasks.

►Ability to thoroughly and carefully clean areas as needed.

►Handyperson skills are desirable.

Job Requirements:  

►Maintain the cleanliness and order of all areas with the assistance of those who use the areas.  

►Order and restock paper towels, cleaning items, light bulbs, and other supplies as needed. 
►Report malfunctions and damage in the building and equipment

 Both positions begin January 15.  Applications may be obtained at HOPE Community of Shalom, 2005 Ave. T, or by e-mail at nancy@hopeshalom.org.
Part-Time Youth Director Needed
A part-time Youth Director is needed for First UMC Hereford.  The right candidate will be committed to Jesus Christ and the Christian faith as expressed through the United Methodist Church; self motivated; highly relational with youth in 6th-12th grades; committed to mission and camping programs.  Approximately 13-15 hours a week will be required on Wednesdays and Sundays.  The opportunity for advancement exists as the program grows.  Submit a letter of interest and/or resume' to: Pastor Kevin Bushart

     501 N. Main Street

     Hereford, TX 79045

     806-364-0770

     revkev@wtrt.net 

Spirit Wind Auditions Set
Spirit Wind, the Conference youth choir, will hold auditions for the 2012 season:

→January 21, 2012-St. Luke’s UMC, 3011 West Kansas, Midland 9:00 AM-11:00 AM

→January 21, 2012-McMurry University Ryan Fine Arts Building, corner of Hunt & Sayles Blvd., Abilene 2:00 PM-4:00 PM

→February 4, 2012, St. Paul UMC, 4317 I-40 West, Amarillo 9:00 AM-11 AM

→February 4, 2012, St. John’s UMC, 1501 University, Lubbock 2:00 PM-4:00 PM

The tour dates are June 3-12, 2012.  The tour administrator is Jay Sedberry.  If you need additional information, contact him at:
spiritwindnwtx@yahoo.com or

jsedberry@esc17.net 

ATTENTION→AREA YOUTH

ROCK & WORSHIP ROAD SHOW

Lubbock 2*18*2012

6PM United Spirit Arena

Featuring:  Mercy Me, Tenth Avenue North, 

Le Crae, Hawk Nelson, Disciple & Sidewalk Prophets

Special Speaker: Bart Millard

$10 at the door, no tickets required

Mark Your Calendar

The next Relevant Practical Fruitful Seminars will be held the week of March 19-23, 2012 in four locations in the Conference.  
The presenter will be Dr. Doug Anderson, Executive Director of the Bishop Rueben Job Center for Leadership Development at Dakota Wesleyan University.  Watch for more information in the February newsletter.
How to Get More Done:  Moving Members to become Missionaries

Do you feel that your church needs to be revitalized?  Do you long to see people in your church reaching the unchurched in your community?  Do you want your members to be active in mission?  If you answered yes to any of these questions, please consider joining us for this dynamic workshop with Jim Griffith January 21-22 at First UMC Lubbock.

Bring a team from your church that includes the pastor and 3 to 5 key laity.  The cost is $400.00.  For more information, contact Dustin McEwen at

dmcewen@shallowaterumc.org or call 806-832-4424. 

AROUND THE DISTRICT: 

Once again, Lubbock Lakeridge UMC decided to step out on faith and pledge the first $40,000 of the Christmas Eve offering to the Mulunguishi nutrition and feeding center.  Miracles do happen!  The offering was $146,000.  This amount enabled the pledge to be met as well as outstanding administrative obligations to be met.  

On Saturday, January 28th from 9AM to 3 PM, Lubbock First UMC will be presenting the 2012 Christian Life Conference, featuring nationally-known author and speaker Dr. Phyllis Tickle discussing reaching, engaging and deploying younger generations.  Clergy and their youth through adult leadership would greatly benefit by this presentation.  Thanks to the Welborn/Payne families, this event will be offered without charge other than a $10 meal, which will be optional.  For reservations, go the fumc.com and click on 

2012 Christian Life Conference.  

Lubbock Agapé UMC presents Second Friday Music Jam. Family friendly fun, music and snacks are offered in a coffee house atmosphere.  Come and share your talent with others and sing some favorites.  Please bring your own musical instrument.  The address is 1215 Slide Road and the time is 7:00 PM!

Wake Up Ministries will be holding a Missions Conference on February 18 at First UMC, Hereford.  The conference will feature workshops on how to reach your community, country and the world.  There will be fellowship, games, free lunch & dinner, guest speakers and music provided by Stolen Season from Denton.  For complete information, please contact Hannah Bushart at:

Hannah.wakeup@gmail.com or call 432-559-4277
Merry Christmas to FUMC Hereford! A Christmas present came to the church in the form of new double hung and energy efficient windows!
The Lorenzo UMC will host a night of worship and witness in a “city-wide” crusade with Rev. Samuel Reategui Sanchez, of “Christ for the Cities” from Lima Peru.  The schedule is as follows:

January 11-7:00 PM First Baptist Church Lorenzo

January 12-7:00 PM First UMC Lorenzo

January 13th-TBA

Shallowater UMC will be hosting Centershot Archery Ministry beginning January 18 for 8 weeks.  This ministry is open to ages 8 and up, Wednesday nights from 6:01 to 7:29 PM.  The location is the fellowship hall at Shallowater UMC.  For additional information, please call 806-832-4424.  

St. Luke’s Lubbock: During the month of December members of St. Luke’s took on 5 different mission/outreach projects with the focus more about giving then receiving. Members raised funds to provide 100 Christmas Food Boxes from the South Plains Food Bank to those in need. When families arrived to pick up their vouchers they were greeted by members with coffee and donuts while they waited. It was amazing to see all those who came together to give financially and to give of their time to meet this need in the community of Lubbock. For the second project St. Luke’s partnered with Child Protective Services to provide Christmas gifts for children of 50 families. Our members were invited to meet an adult from the family to pick out gifts for the children. This project was a personal connection for the receiving family and the giving family and in the end provided gifts for around 200 children. St. Luke’s wasn’t finished yet; they then took on the goal of raising money to fund a water well in Guatemala. On Christmas Eve St. Luke’s provided a 4th opportunity to give, the offering taken at all the services went not to St. Luke’s but went to support the Wesley Foundation. Our final Advent outreach was “Christmas Acts of Random Kindness.”  On Christmas Eve and Christmas Day we delivered over 100 home made snacks to folks who were working: firemen, hospitals, convenient stores, etc.  Miracles were happening in the lives of those we served and in the lives of those who got to serve.  As St. Luke’s begins a new year there 
is a new found enthusiasm for giving and missions. We can’t wait to see where God leads us in 2012  
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District Calendar
Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
Clergy Tax & Benefits Seminar Wolfforth UMC


	6
	7

	8
	9
TMF DS Group-Austin
	10
Clergy Tax & Benefits Seminar

Covenant Fellowship-Amarillo
	11
	12
Deploy Team-Conference Center
	13
	14

	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
Ceta Canyon Strategic Planning Mtg-Ceta Canyon

Spirit Wind Auditions

	22
	23
Pastor Consultations District Office
	24
Pastor 

Consultations

Earth UMC
	25
Pastor 

Consultations

District Office
	26
Pastor

Consultations

FUMC Tulia
	27

	28
Christian Life Conference-FUMC

Lubbock

	29
	30
Pastor 

Consultations

District Office
	31
Pastor 

Consultations

District Office
	
	
	
	


End of Year Reports Data Entry Begins January 3
Must be Completed by January 16
�





The United Methodist Church of Northwest Texas Conference	  Rev. Richard Edwards, District Superintendent


3402 21st Street Lubbock, TX 79410-1213				  �HYPERLINK "mailto:redwards@lubdistumc.com"�redwards@lubdistumc.com� 


806▫796▫1336 FAX 797▫9215						  Jennifer Andersen, Ministry Assistant
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On behalf of the Wesley Foundation at Texas Tech staff, students, and board of directors, we thank everyone for their prayers, encouragement, meals, support and financial gifts as well as paying your apportionments in 2011.  





All these things further the Kingdom to reach students on the campuses in the NW Texas Conference. We have been blessed by each of you in so many ways and we are so appreciative and thankful as we continue to raise up a generation of Christian leaders on the campus of Texas Tech & beyond.





Our Blessings and Prayers to all of you in 2012!





Penny Wilson


Director of Development & Administration 











Richard’s Calendar


Jan. 5	Clergy Tax & Benefits Seminar-Wolfforth UMC


Jan. 9-11  TX Methodist Foundation DS Group-Austin


Jan. 12  Deploy Team-Conference Center


Jan. 21  Ceta Canyon Strategic Planning Session-Ceta Canyon


Jan. 23  Pastor Consultations-District Office


Jan. 24  Pastor Consultations-Earth UMC


Jan. 25  Pastor Consultations-District Office


Jan. 26  Pastor Consultations-FUMC Tulia


Jan. 30  Pastor Consultations-District Office


Jan. 31  Pastor Consultations-District Office





	 








On behalf of the Wesley Foundation at Texas Tech, staff, students, and the board of directors, we thank everyone for their prayers, encouragement, meals support, financial gifts and those churches who paid their apportionments for 2011.  All these things further the Kingdom to reach students on the campuses in the NWTX Conference.  We have been blesses by each of you in so many ways.  We are so appreciative and thankful as we continue to raise up a generation of Christian leaders on the campus of Texas Tech & beyond.





Penny Wilson-Director of Development & Administration








