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KEEPING IT TO OURSELVES OR TELLING OTHERS
In her story, The Bible’s Story and Ours, C. Kay Turner states,

We often tend to think of angels as heavenly beings, God’s special emissaries, sent to assist or bring message to humans.  From scripture we know that angels exist to fulfill the purposes of God and to worship God.  But the Greek word angelos, from which angel is derived, means “messenger.”  In that sense, we are all angels.  For we who have been redeemed and claimed by God are called upon to proclaim the good news of God’s redemptive love in Jesus Christ.  We are called to bring this news of liberation to all humanity.

Those people in the Bible who were involved in the Nativity were changed forever by the good news of the birth of the Savior, Jesus Christ – God’s love made incarnate.  Those people in turn brought the good news to others.  And so, it is that we who hear the gospel, we whose lives have been transformed by this good news, tell others.  They in turn pass it on, and so on and on the story of God’s liberating and healing love is told.
As we approach the Christian season of “Good News” in the midst of a world so filled with “Bad News,” I wonder if it’s not time for we, the church, to remember that we are to be angels, “messengers,” who must proclaim “the good news of God’s redemptive love in Jesus Christ.”  Isn’t it time to tell how our lives have been changed as we have experienced God incarnate in our lives?

The early church shared the stories of their encounter with the Christ, both in person and in spirit.  Have you shared your story with anyone lately?

“Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.

Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.”











Richard Edwards
PRAYER CONCERNS

Sympathy

· Sympathy is extended the family of Mrs. Evagene Wilson on her death.  Mrs. Wilson was the surviving spouse of Tommy Wilson.
· Sympathy is extended to  Gary Eggart and his family on the death of his uncle, Warren Eggart.  Gary is the pastor of Amherst UMC.
· Sympathy is extended to the family of Joyce Bromm, the pastor of Anson UMC.  Joyce passed away suddenly on November 12.
· Sympathy is extended to George Butler and family on the loss of his mother, Nina.  George is a retired member of our Conference.  His wife Jean is the pantry coordinator for the Abilene Service Center & Food Pantry.
· Sympathy is extended to the family of Luther “Weldon” Tucker.  Weldon was a retired member of our Conference.
· Sympathy is extended to Bobby Rainer & family on the loss of Noma Lou.  Bobby is a retired Diaconal Minister of our Conference.
· Sympathy is extended to Steve Brooks & family on the loss of his father, Jack, of Tulia.  Steve is the pastor of Abilene Aldersgate UMC.

Health
· Karan Young, Pastor of Sunray UMC sent the following message:  “Thank you for all of your continued prayers.  I am recovering nicely from breast cancer surgery and will begin chemo in the near future.”  In addition, Karan recently lost her mother, Jane Sadler.  
· Please keep Gene & Mary Louder in your prayers.  Gene is a retired elder in the NWTX Conference living in Kress.  Due to health issues, Gene has recently had to give up his driving privileges and number of activities in which he has always participated.
· Mary Salley, the wife of Henry Salley, a retired Member of our Conference is recovering from shoulder surgery.
· Mary Ann Chaffin, wife of Richard Chaffin, a retired member of our Conference, is recovering from back surgery.
Congratulations
· Congratulations to Blossom & Nick Matthews on the birth of Malachi, born November 21.  Blossom is the Senior Pastor and Nick the Associate Pastor at FUMC Pampa.  
Charge Conferences

Charge Conferences are now underway.  If you don’t remember when you’re scheduled, go to the District website, click on the calendar icon and there is a list of conferences & times.  If you have questions about filling out forms, just give us a call.  Please remember to use current forms, all of which can be downloaded from the web site. 
www.lubdistumc.com  Please remember to send (snail mail, fax 806-797-9215, or e-mail) a copy of the pastoral compensation form to the District Office at least one week prior to your Conference.
Assessment Forms

Congregational Assessment Forms, which are completed by both the pastor and SPRC, are due by December 16 and may be turned in at Charge Conference.

Clergy Assessment Forms, which are completed by both the clergy and SPRC, are due no later than January 20.  These forms are needed for pastor consultations. All forms are on the web site, with directions for completion.  
AROUND THE DISTRICT: 
On Sunday, November 6, First UMC of Matador celebrated their 44th annual Harvest Festival.  Each year, the church sets aside the first Sunday in November to give to the Lord a special offering above and beyond normal tithes and offerings.  In spite of massive wildfires and the prolonged drought experienced this year, the goal was set at 

$14,000.  The response of members and friends was overwhelming and over $21,000 was raised!!  Miracles still happen!
On Saturday, January 28th from 9AM to 3 PM, Lubbock First UMC will be presenting nationally-known author and speaker Dr. Phyllis Tickle discussing reaching, engaging and deploying younger generations.  Clergy and their youth through adult leadership would greatly benefit by this presentation.  Thanks to the Welborn/Payne families, this event will be offered without charge other than a $10 meal, which will be optional.  For reservations, go the fumc.com and click on 

2012 Christian Life Conference.  
Lubbock Agapé UMC presents Second Friday Music Jam. Family friendly fun, music and snacks are offered in a coffee house atmosphere.  Come and share your talent with others and sing some favorites.  Please bring your own musical instrument.  The address is 1215 Slide Road and the time is 7:00 PM!
FREE!! Clergy Tax & Benefits Seminar
The NWTX Conference will be presenting a clergy tax and benefits seminar:

Thursday, January 5, 2012,

10:00 AM-3:00 PM

Wolfforth UMC

102 Donald Preston Dr.

Wolfforth, TX
Tuesday, January 10, 2012

10:00 AM-3:00 PM

Covenant Fellowship

1739 S. Avondale St.

Amarillo, TX

Topics to include: “Everything you want to know about the Compensation Form but were afraid to ask!”
“To be or not to be (an employee”
“Other Taxing Matters”
“Benefits – What’s up?”
Seminar leaders will be Rev. Paul Bauernfeind, Amarillo D.S., Rev. Don Born, Abilene D.S., Rev. Dave Andersen,CPA, Director of Stewardship & NWTX Conference Treasurer and Jan Roberst NWTX Conference Benefits Officer. 
Who should attend?  Pastors, SPRC Chairs, Church Treasurers 

Lunch will be provided, but you must be pre-registered to attend.  Registration brochures will be mailed to churches in the near future.  
For brochure and to register, go to:

https://www.umcevents.org/getdemo.ei?id=4600114&s=_0B00MJ5RG
For further information, please call the CONFERENCE OFFICE at 806-762-0201

Local Church Year End Reports Webinar
This webinar will be hosted on Thursday, December 8 at 3:00 PM eastern time by Rev. Joyce Melton of United Methodist Insurance and presented by Bob Meyers, retired Treasurer of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference and the Western Jurisdiction.  You may visit our website for webinar details. 
www.unitedmethodistinsurance.org/events/church-insurance-webinar-1
NWTX Conference Statistical Entry Information
The statistical input system that our Conference uses has been renamed from “Eagle to Ezra”.  

Since the system has been rewritten, you will need to reset your password when you log in. The user name is 591+your church number+ a p or o, such as 59144112p. The initial password is NWTXconnection, when you log in you will be asked to change the user name and password, if you want.
To access the web site go to:
http://ezra.gcfa.org 

or go to the Conference web site

http://nwtxconf.org  and click on Statistical Input.

Remember:  You cannot input data prior to January 3, 2012 and all data must be entered by Monday, January 16.
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District Calendar
Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1
CC-Lubbock Agape


	2
	3
Lubbock District

Christmas Party

	4 CC-Kress 12:30

 PM
CC-Plainview Grace & New Deal

CC-Hale Center

CC-Abernathy
	5
CC-Lubbock St. John
	6
CC-Lubbock Forrest Hgts.
	7
CC-Tulia
	8
CC-Lubbock Asbury
	9

	10
NWTX/New Mexico

Joint Cabinet

Christmas Party

	11
CC-Matador & Roaring Springs

CC-Ralls & Crosbyton

CC-Petersburg

CC-Plainview First UMC
	12
CC-Lubbock Mt. Vernon
	13
CC-Lubbock First UMC
	14
CC-Wolfforth UMC
	15
CC-Lubbock Canyon UMC
	16

	17

	18
CC-Vigo Park

CC-Wayside

CC-Anton
	19
	20
	21
	22
District Office Closed
	23
	24

	25
	26
District Office Closed
	27
	28
	29
District Office 

Closed
	30
	31


End of Year Reports Data Entry Begins January 3
Must be Completed by January 16
Don’t forget to register for free Tax & Benefits Seminar!!
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Richard’s Calendar


Dec. 1: CC-Lubbock Agapé


Dec. 3:  District Christmas Party Lubbock Lakeridge              


Dec. 4:  CC-Kress 12:30 PM


              CC-Plainview Grace & New Deal


              CC-Hale Center 5:00 PM


              CC-Abernathy 7:00 PM


Dec. 5:  CC-Lubbock St. John


Dec. 6:  CC-Lubbock Forrest Hgts. 6:00 PM      


Dec. 7:  CC-Tulia 6:00 PM


Dec. 8:  CC-Lubbock Asbury 6:30 PM


Dec. 11:  CC-Matador/Roaring Springs 9:00 AM


                CC-Ralls/ Crosbyton 2:30 PM


                CC-Petersburg 4:40 PM


                CC-First UMC Plainview 6:30 PM


Dec. 12:  CC-Lubbock Mt. Vernon 6:00 PM


Dec. 13:  CC-Lubbock First UMC 6:30 PM


Dec. 14:   CC-Wolfforth UMC 6:30 PM


Dec. 15:   CC-Lubbock Canyon 7:00 PM


                 NWTX Delegates Mtg.-Amarillo 


Dec. 18:   CC-Vigo Park 9:00 AM


                 CC-Wayside 11:30 AM


                 CC-Anton 6:00 PM





District Office Closed December 22-26 & December 29-January 3.








	 











